BOSWELL'S LIFE OF JOHNSON
properly suited to a wealthy well-beneficed clergyman; - Dr
Taylor's large roomy post-chaise, drawn by four stout plump
horses, and driven by two steady jolly postillions, which con-
veyed us to Ashbourne; where I found my friend's school-
fellow living upon an establishment perfectly corresponding
with his substantial creditable equipage : his house, garden,
pleasure-grounds, table, in short every thing good, and no
scantiness appearing.
Dr Johnson and Dr Taylor met with great cordiality.
Dr Taylor commended a physician [Dr William Butter]
who was known to him and Dr Johnson, and said, 1 fight
many battles for him, as many people in the country dislike
him.' JOHNSON. *But you should consider, Sir, that by every
one of your victories he is a loser; for, every man of whom
you get the better, will be very angry, and will resolve not to
employ him; whereas if people get the better of you in argu-
ment about him, they'll think, "We'll send for Dr [Butter]
nevertheless."' This was an observation deep and sure in
human nature.
At Leicester we read in the newspaper that Dr [Robert]
James was dead. I thought that the death of an old school-
fellow, and one with whom he had lived a good deal in Lon-
don, would have affected my fellow-traveller much : but he
only said, eAh! poor Jamy.'4 Afterwards, however, when we
were in the chaise, he said, with more tenderness, 'Since I set
out on this jaunt, I have lost an old friend and a young one;
- Dr James, and poor Harry,5 (meaning Mr Thrale's son.)
We stopped at Messieurs Dillys, booksellers in the Poultry;
from whence he hurried away, in a hackney coach, to Mr
Thrale's, in the Borough* I called at his house in the even-
ing, having promised to acquaint Mrs Williams of his safe
^return; when, to my surprize, I found him sitting with her at
tea, and, as I thought, not in a very good humour: for, it
seems, when he had got to Mr Thrale's, he found the coach
was at the door waiting to carry Mrs and Miss Thrale, and
Signor Baretti, their Italian master, to Bath. This was not
shewing the attention which might have been expected to
the 'Guide, Philosopher, and Friend/ the Imlac5 who had
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